[Risk assessment of known and new chemicals].
It has become obvious that exposure to chemicals entails risk. Their hazardous and threatening effects may be not only direct but also indirect affecting microorganisms, animals and plants. This aspect of hazard and risk assessment is almost identical to that of toxicity. There are various categories of chemicals and for each of them risk assessment regulations have been developed. There are two major groups of chemicals: those which are already known and new ones. There are also some specific categories of chemical compounds, such as pesticides, biocides, medicinal products, cosmetics, food additives, feed additives, as well as radioactive substances and others. At present, the binding national and international regulations regarding different categories of chemical compounds are the subject of discussion in the member states of the European Union. In Poland, and attempt has been made to find appropriate examples of legal regulations that could be followed in our country, and this problem remains still open.